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Greetings from the President 

 Spring is almost here and change is around the corner.  On January 19th, KY DEC 

Officers, myself , Leslie Hardman (CAN Chair), and Jessica Hart (Parent Representative),  

participated in the Children's Advocacy Day at the Capital.  This advocacy partnership 

with Kentucky Youth Advocates allowed us to join numerous individuals to rally for kids 

and share with our legislators the importance of funding programs to intervene early in 

the lives of all young children.  I challenge you to consider your advocacy effort for young 

children who need a voice of support to receive exceptional services.  As a member of 

DEC, one way we can all advance a unified early childhood education profession is to 

comment on the Power to the Profession Decision Cycle 3, 4, & 5 currently available for 

review.  DEC is a partner on this Task Force and is committed to demonstrating that the 

early childhood education profession exemplifies excellence. Follow this link https://

www.naeyc.org/our-work/initiatives/profession/decision-cycles to find the document, 

then review and discuss before providing feedback by completing the survey by the end 

of April.  Be sure to indicate your professional association with DEC to give credit to our 

dedicated organization.   

 In November at the KYCEC conference, we recognized Anna Brannen, Early 

Childhood Professional at the Jessamine Early Learning Village as our recipient of the 

2017 KYDEC Service Award.  By request of KYCEC, we are moving up our nomination 

process to occur this spring for the 2018 award recipient with the winner announced in 

May.  Please see details in this newsletter for making a nomination of the 2018 KY DEC 

Service Award. Also, we want to give a kudos to our Membership Chair, Jessica Hardy, 

Assistant Professor at the University of Louisville, who was elected Treasurer for the 

National DEC Executive Board and will begin her term in July! 

 Don't forget to check the National DEC website (www.dec-sped.org) for training 

opportunities (Learning Decks, webinars) and resources (journals, special interest 

groups, position statements, publications, etc...) or events that support professional 

development. Two innovative recent publications of the Recommended Practices series 

are the Family Monograph and a new Pocket Guide. Both can be ordered at the DEC 

bookstore here: http://bookstore.dec-sped.org/. 

 

Kristi W. Lunceford 

klunce@gmail.com 
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Member Spotlight: Meet Anna Brannen 

Anna was the 2017 recipient of the KY DEC Outstanding Early Childhood Service Award.  

She is a kindergarten teacher in an inclusive classroom at Jessamine Early Learning 

Village.  Her enthusiasm in the classroom and working with young children is 

unbelievable! When asked to share why she chose early childhood special education, 

Anna said: “I am not sure I choose ECSE--I think it chose me… But now I would say  I 

continue to do it because I want to make the biggest 

impact at a young age with ALL students. I have seen 

and am so proud of to be working where children of all 

backgrounds and all needs teach and learn from each 

other!! INCLUSION at its best!!! I also love working with 

families at this early age. Families know their kiddos 

best and so want to be involved at this early age. I love 

collaborating with them on helping their kiddo 

reaching their highest success!!” 
 

Do you have a suggestion for future member spotlights?  Email us your nomination at 

kentuckydec@gmail.com, with the subject line “Member Spotlight.”   

Resource Spotlight: The Pocket Guide 

DEC recently published The Pocket Guide. This hard 

copy version of the DEC Recommended Practices is 

designed to improve accessibility and 

dissemination of the DEC Recommended Practices. 

The DEC Recommended Practices provide 

guidance to practitioners and families about the 

most effective ways to improve the learning 

outcomes and promote the development of young 

children, birth through age 5, who have or are at-

risk for developmental delays or disabilities. 

Win your own copy of The Pocket Guide! Write a comment on our 

Facebook wall about how you will use the guide for a chance to 

win a free copy! Write your comment by March 31. 
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Stay in Touch! 

Keep up to date on our bylaws, officers, and news by checking out our 

website: http://kycec.org/KYDEC/kydec-news.html 

Contact us at kentuckydec@gmail.com. 

 

“Like” us on Facebook to stay updated! 

www.facebook.com/KentuckyDEC 

Award Nominations 

We invite you to nominate someone for the 2018 KY DEC Outstanding Early Childhood 

Service Award to be presented at the KY CEC Conference in November 2018. The KY DEC 

Outstanding Early Childhood Service Award is presented annually to someone who has 

demonstrated an outstanding commitment to young children with disabilities and their 

families. To nominate someone for this award, please provide the following information: 

Name of the nominee, reason for the nomination, and a summary of the nominee’s 

service to young children with disabilities and their families. All information must be 

sent by email to us at kentuckydec@gmail.com, with the subject line “Award 

Nomination.” The deadline for nominations is April 15, 2018. 

Save the Date 
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