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Greetings from the President 

Hello Colleagues,  

 

 Back to school and the start of a new semester is an exciting time for many 

families with young children, but it also can be a time of anxiety and despair.  For 

children that follow the general trajectory in all five developmental domains, they are 

working through the first day jitters, meeting a new teacher, and learning new rules.  For 

children with disabilities or developmental concerns, additional issues are present with 

intervention plans, therapy providers, and assistive technology!  How are the families in 

your program dealing with these added stressors? Are they aware of the IEP  (Part B of 

IDEA) or the rolling IFSP (Part C of IDEA) this new school year? Maybe children in your 

class or program have a plan to address a disability, concern, or challenging behavior.  As 

professionals in the field of early childhood, what are we doing to help families through a 

transition or difficult time such as the start of something new?  What information can you 

share with families to support children’s growth and security in your program? 

 As members of DEC, we can make a difference this new school year by ensuring  

we stay informed of recommended practices and share that knowledge with children and 

families. Yes, we are all responsible for children with varying abilities and families in our 

work, but have you felt challenged lately? What are your professional goals this year?   

There is no doubt, as educators, advocates, leaders, collaborators, and administrators, we 

work year round.  So, what is something new or exciting that you have learned this 

summer or during your scheduled break? Make a plan and envision yourself using those 

new skills or tips with the children or even adults with whom you connect.  Maybe you 

reviewed DEC Recommended Practices (https://rpm.fpg.unc.edu/modules-list), learned 

how to coach early childhood professionals across settings (ZTT Webinar series), learned 

several strategies to support children with visual impairments (TYC August/Sept 2018 

article, ECI 2018), or facilitated inclusion through a communication system for those with 

ASD (ECI 2018). Whatever PD you attended and the skill you have acquired over the year, 

use it!  Apply what you have learned and support young children and their families to 

navigate the challenging path before them.   
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New Secretary of Kentucky DEC 

Thank you to Kristy Lovell New for stepping in as our new secretary this school year.  We 

are excited to welcome Kristy to the Kentucky DEC executive board! 

Member Spotlight: Lin Zhu 

Lin Zhu is currently pursuing her doctoral degree at the University of Kentucky in 

Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education. Lin has been 

working as a preschool teacher at the UK Early Childhood Lab 

for three years. Before that, she worked at the Collaborative 

Center for Literacy Development as a graduate assistant. Her 

research interests focus on supporting children and family with 

diverse backgrounds, ESL families, especially teacher/parent 

training. Lin hopes to take on a faculty role after graduation, and 

equip parents and teachers with tools to promote young dual 

language learners’ development. 

Do you have a suggestion for future member spotlights?  Email us your nomination at 

kentuckydec@gmail.com, with the subject line “Member Spotlight.”   

Kentucky CEC State Conference 

The annual Exceptional Children’s Conference will be November 18-20, 2018 at the Galt 

House Hotel in Louisville.  Visit http://community.cec.sped.org/kycec/events for more 

information. 

Stay in Touch! 

We have a new website that will be coming soon.  Stay tuned! 

 

Contact us at kentuckydec@gmail.com. 

 

“Like” us on Facebook to stay updated! 

www.facebook.com/KentuckyDEC 
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