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Introduction I am an Associate Professor of Special Education at the University of 

Kentucky (UK); this position affords me the opportunity to work with the 
community and give back to a field that has given me so much in regards 
to opportunities for learning, community, and active scholarship. As a 
first-generation college student, I recognize the importance of 
empowering persons who are from geographically isolated areas, 
supporting them to improve their knowledge and seek high-quality 
services. Also, I strongly value varied perspectives from those within 
traditionally underrepresented groups, such as those diagnosed with 
disabilities and the Black, Hispanic, and LGTBQIA community. 

Background 
and 
Professional 
Experience 

I have experience teaching in inclusive classrooms that included children 
with typical development and those with high-intensity needs, as well as 
leading and teaching children enrolled in educational summer programs 
and after-school small group academic and social support programs. 
Also, I have experience providing teacher and paraprofessional trainings 
in preschool and early elementary classrooms. In addition, I have 
provided services to families in home settings and the community. Central 
to all my work, including scholarship, is a family-centered approach to 
service delivery, ensuring families are listened to, respected, and active 
participants in their child’s success. 

Leadership 
Experience 

Locally, I have and continue to provide feedback and support to teachers 
and related professionals who work with young children with high-
intensity needs (e.g., assist professionals with understanding why 
challenging behaviors occur and teaching socially appropriate 
alternatives). Nationally and internationally, I serve on 5 editorial boards, 
review articles for high-impact journals, and review proposals for the DEC 
conference. I view leadership as an active process where a diverse group 
of individuals come together and listen to others ideas and collaborate 
and work to achieve common goals, all the while ensuring each 
individual’s cultures, values, and beliefs are represented and respected. 

Brief Bio Dr. Justin D. Lane is an Associate Professor of Special Education in the 
Department of Early Childhood, Special Education, and Rehabilitation 
Counseling at the University of Kentucky. Dr. Lane’s research focuses on 
designing and evaluating individualized interventions for young children 
with high-intensity needs. His specific areas of research include: (a) 
naturalistic language interventions conducted in typical settings with 
young children who are minimally verbal, (b) promoting early social 
behaviors during small group instruction, (c) coaching indigenous 
implementers to conduct naturalistic procedures with fidelity during typical 
activities, and (c) systematically training pre-service professionals to 
visually analyze single case data. 

  

	


