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Greetings from the President 

 It is official; our calendar indicates summer is here!  Six months into 2018 and 

what have we accomplished? As we reflect on our work with young children of all 

abilities, how do we gauge their growth? Maybe we use an assessment instrument with a 

rating scale or ask parents and caregivers about what they have noticed. Maybe we 

gather evidence through natural interactions over the year and summarize them into a 

concise report. Perhaps it is a combination of all these mentioned! However you choose 

to measure children’s growth and progress, don’t forget to involve the child’s family or 

caregivers. Whether you work in a program that addresses the individual needs of 

children year round or only during the nine-month school year, it is crucial to listen to 

and support parents or the primary caregiver of these children. Families of young 

children with and at risk for disabilities need to have confidence that the teachers, 

therapists, and related service providers are listening to their concerns. For professionals 

that teach, guide and monitor young children in a variety of settings, communicating with 

families is always essential. Discussing development at regular intervals and with 

meaningful, useful details suggests a family focus. Our DEC Recommended Practices 

related to Family suggest that we build trusting relationships, strengthen families’ 

confidence and knowledge (F5), and ensure active family involvement during the 

decision making process. Ultimately we want to improve child and family outcomes. So 

during these summer days, I challenge you (and myself) to develop or commit to 

implementing a communication strategy with families about their child’s growth and 

progress. For professional development in this area, you can read more about the DEC 

Recommended Practices at http://www.dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices. 

Additional resources are located at the Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center 

(http://ectacenter.org/topics/families/famctrprin.asp)  or at the Illinois Early 

Intervention Training Program (http://www.illinoiseitraining.org/page.aspx?item=116). 

 The KYDEC board wants to support your professional growth across all areas of 

the Recommended Practices. We recently conducted a needs assessment at the Early 

Childhood Institute and are analyzing the survey results to develop a strategic plan. Look 

for future opportunities to engage in leadership, learning ,and development as advertised 

through Facebook or our soon-to-be-unveiled new webpage.  
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Professional Development Survey Results 

During the June 2018 Early Childhood Institute in Louisville, KY DEC distributed surveys 

designed to gather information about the professional development needs of early 

childhood educators across Kentucky.  There were 379 respondents, and below are the 

results of the survey. We plan to use these data to plan professional development 

opportunities across Kentucky. 



 

 

Stay in Touch! 

We have a new website that will be coming soon.  Stay tuned! 

 

Contact us at kentuckydec@gmail.com. 

 

“Like” us on Facebook to stay updated! 

www.facebook.com/KentuckyDEC 

What’s Happening in Washington Webinar 

“What’s Happening in Washington” is a webinar being provided by CEC on July 26 at 4pm 

ET.  It is a great way to learn about hot issues at the national level and learn how you can 

advocate for young children.  The webinar is free for CEC members!  Follow this link to 

sign up for the webinar: 

 https://tinyurl.com/y7jhwrfu 

Member Spotlight: Serena Wheeler 

Serena Wheeler, who has been a DEC member since 2002, works with 

Kentucky First Steps and the University of Louisville  as a Master 

Coach.  She provides professional development to early intervention 

providers and has co-created tools for supporting the fidelity with 

which they work with families.   Serena is also a wife, mom, daughter, 

sister, aunt, and friend.  In her free time, she machine pieces tops and 

is learning to quilt them. 

Do you have a suggestion for future member spotlights?  Email us your nomination at 

kentuckydec@gmail.com, with the subject line “Member Spotlight.”   

Kentucky CEC State Conference 

The annual Exceptional Children’s Conference will be November 18-20, 2018 at the Galt 

House Hotel in Louisville.  Visit http://community.cec.sped.org/kycec/events for more 

information. 
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