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W elcome to the 18th volume of the Young Exceptional 
Children Monograph Series. In this volume we focus on 
international perspectives on early intervention/early 

childhood special education (EI/ECSE). Within this monograph we 
provide examples from around the globe of innovative, culturally re-
sponsive, and evidence-based EI/ECSE practices that address children’s 
and families’ rights, including equitable and interdisciplinary service 
delivery and access, participation, and supports in inclusive settings. 

In 2018 we celebrated the 70th anniversary of the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights, which was adopted by the global community 
in 1948. Since then, continued commitment to ensuring the right to ed-
ucation for all has been affirmed in several international frameworks. 
However, according to UNESCO, 90 of children with disabilities in 
developing countries do not attend school. There is much work to be 
done to support the vision for an inclusive society worldwide. Build-
ing on the Conventions on the Rights of the Child and Persons With 
Disabilities, as well as Sustainable Development Goal 4.2, countries 
across the globe are recognizing the need to support timely and quality 
EI/ECSE services to ensure inclusive and quality education for all and 
promote lifelong learning. 

Within the Division for Early Childhood (DEC) community, 
EI/ECSE may be described as a system of coordinated services that 
supports children ages birth to age 8 with diagnosed disabilities, de-
velopmental delays, or substantial risk of significant delays through 
the provision of family-centered and child-focused resources and 



supports that assist them in maximizing their development. Through 
this monograph, we aim to highlight international perspectives and 
EI/ECSE systems that vary across countries, cultures, and contexts. 
Articles identify key enablers and challenges to effective services and 
positive outcomes within the local context and draw connections with 
the DEC Recommended Practices (2014) where applicable. 

Many of the articles share a story or examples of how EI/ECSE 
is implemented and conceptualized around the globe focusing on 
key issues such as family-centered practices, early intervention and 
outreach programs, interdisciplinary 
service models, and inclusive educa-
tion practices. Countries represented 
include Australia, Ecuador, Singapore, 
South Africa, New Zealand, Portugal, 
and Saudi Arabia. The final article in the 
collection offers a reflection on working 
in international contexts and the impor-
tance of supporting and connecting with 
local partners. The Resources Within 
Reason section includes important re-
sources around the following topics: 
international rights conventions, global 
frameworks for early childhood, global 
professional networks, and international 
organizations and regional early childhood networks with an interest 
in disability. Taken together, the collection is designed to support a 
broader view of EI/ECSE policy, research, advocacy, and practice. 

As with other DEC and Young Exceptional Children activities, we 
aimed to bridge the gap between both theory and practice, advocacy, 
and research and policy in the field of EI/ECSE with an international 
perspective. We pursued this challenging, yet rewarding, project by 
collating meaningful, collegial conversations among researchers, prac-
titioners, advocacy/policy groups, and other important stakeholders. 
We thank the reviewers and authors for their commitment, efforts, 
and dedication to highlight international perspectives and share EI/
ECSE approaches and stories across world regions. We would like to 
thank the DEC Executive Office, Peggy Kemp, and Sarah Sexton for 
their continuous support throughout our editorial process. We hope 
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this monograph will facilitate future interest on international perspec-
tives in the EI/ECSE field and provide a venue to learn from diverse 
experiences and contexts. 
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